Outdoor Connection Hunting Inspection Report 2005

By: 
Mike McElrath - Franchise owner


8302 Iris Drive


Chattanooga, TN 37421


Phone - 243 316 2949, Toll Free 300 510-3010   Fax 423 899-5751


mike@outdoor_connection.com
Location: Dave Winchester’s Sporting Camps    

How to get there: (Directions for Both)  Take I-95 to the Canadian Border. Make a left on Trans-Canada route 2. Drive to route 104 and make a right at the Ja- Sa- Le Motel. Drive 17 ½ miles to Becaguemic Rd and make a left. Lodge is 2.5 miles on the left.

Fly: To Presque Isle or Bangor Maine and rent a vehicle.

Drive:

Customs Info: 

Must have firearm declaration form. This year’s cost is 21.00 dollars American

Lodging: (Describe all available and what it includes)

Cabins(# available) There are 4 cabins. Each of them sleep 4 people in double bunk beds. Each cabin has a wood stove, table for 4 and plenty of places to hang up wet clothes_Capacity_______

Layout of each cabin (# beds, etc)_4 beds per cabin

Meals: They will take a breakfast order at the beginning of the hunt. Breakfast was pancakes or French toast, sausage and or bacon, eggs, home-style hash browns and an assortment  of juice and coffee. Lunch is varied. We had pan steaks and mashed potatoes,  Baked Chicken, Ham and other great meals. Dinner is sandwiches due to you getting back from the stand at 10:30 or 11:00PM

Lodge Operations (Bear): Wake up and eat at 7:30 AM, At 8:00 to 8:30, if you bring your own ATV with you, they begin to check bait sites and invite you to go along. This usually lasts till about 2 or 3:00. Lunch is served at 3:30PM.  You will be in your stand at 6:30PM. Due to the difference of travel times to certain stands you could leave as early as 5:00 PM

Lodge Operations (deer): Breakfast at 5:30 AM, packed lunch provided for lunch and

Supper at 6:30 PM
Hunting: (Species)

Season for each species: 

Spring Bear 
May + June – 
9 clients per week

Fall bear 
Sept + Oct  – 
9 clients per week

Deer 

Nov
      –  12 clients per week

Tags (OTC or applications): Dave fills out Tags at the lodge

Dates if on a draw: Moose Hunt is a draw hunt and must be sent in by April 30. IF YOU ARE DRAWN FOR THE TAG, DAVE WILL GIVE YOU A FREE MOOSE HUNT. HE ONLY ASKS THAT YOU SPLIT THE MEAT WITH HIM 50/50 

Non hunter rate:

Guides:

3X1: You will have a guide that takes you to the site and will pick you up. He will also assist in game cleaning and tracking.

1x1:

Both:

Attitudes and Personalities: Excellent, Jim and Dave will bend over backwards to take care of you. They are fun guys to be around and make you feel right at home. This place is a homerun hit.

Other Amenities:

Outside Communications: Cell Phone service in Dave’s lodge

Taxidermist: Yes

Freezer Facilities: At Dave’s facilities and/or meat cutter

Other: Plumbing is outdoors. Seats are fur lined to ensure comfort.

Kennels: N/A

Gear List

Clothing- Must have bug suit or you will be carried off by mosquitoes and black flies

Footwear- Rubber boats a must

Florescent Orange-(# of sq inches)

Coat/Jacket- Need a jacket that is water proof

Thermals- for deer season and fall bear hunts

Binoculars-

Rain Gear- a must

Sleeping Bag- yes

Food- no

Personal Items- Toiletries

Insect Repellent- Need DEET

Gloves-

Guns & Ammo

Recommended Gun(s): 270, 30-06, 7mm Mag

Ammo & Amount: A couple of boxes

Interview Lodge Owner/Manager

Notes on: Dave has been in this business for 17yrs. He is very knowledgeable about bear movements and the countryside. He is a straight shooter and WILL NOT give false expectations. 

Reasons to pick this lodge-Excellent service, lots and lots and lots of bear

Staff- Cooks, Dave and a couple of guides when filled.

Success rates for past 3 years: 85% opportunity rate and 50% success rate for bear. 30% for deer

Average size of bear: 200lbs to 400lbs

Average size of deer: 175lbs to 225lbs

Conclusion:

This lodge is an excellent place to send our bear  hunting clients. Dave will ensure a great time while at his lodge. He also stresses that if our clients bring ATVs, he will take them on a tour of the country side including, balancing rock, the chimmineys, Ayers lake look off and many other sites. He will have 40 bait sites next year and he keeps excellent records on all sites. He is set up to take bow and rifle hunters with stands set at appropriate distances. We should try our best to fill this guy up every year.  He is located in the highest bear kill unit in the province and will do everything in his power to get you a bear.

